Their representatives have but to give shape to their
4emand and make it feasible. A favourable mental
attitude of the multitude has been found to go a long
way in winning battles.
India is said to receive only one per cent of the
whole output of petrol in the world. That is no cause
for despair or despondency. Our motors run in spite of
it. Does it show that not being a warlike country, we
need no more and that if we did and the petrol output
remained stationary, the world would starve for want
of petrol? Let the critic not scoff at my gross ignorance.
I seek light. I cannot do it, if I hide my darkness. A
pertinent question arises : If our quota of petrol is poor,
how is it that the black market supply is inexhaustible
and that unnecessary traffic goes on without hindrance?
The facts adduced by my correspondent are start-
ling, if true. This control blesses the rich and curses
the poor in whose behalf it is maintained. If mono-
polies are a fact and work in the manner stated, they
have to go without a second's thought.
CLOTH CONTROL
As for cloth control, there is not a single argument
to support it, if khadi which has been acclaimed as the
c livery of our freedom * has not gone into oblivion,
We have cotton enough and capable hands enough tc
ply the charkha and the loom in our villages. We car
clothe ourselves comfortably and without fuss anc
without heavy transport facilities. Our railways in th*
dead regime were first a military necessity, then foi
> transporting cotton bales to the ports of export anc
distribution of calico manufactures imported froir
foreign parts. All this centralization becomes a super-
fluity when our hand-spun calico called khadi i
308